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Ave ſo lately * A 4 Diſcourſe, on ano- 
| ther Occaſion &; That I was not willing to 


trouble the World with this, withoat ſaying, 


that it was at the Deſire of the Judge; your Self, 


moſt of the Grand Jury, and other Gentlemen, that 
it appears abroad. It was your united Opinion, that 
it would be of ſome good Service to the Pablick i 
For which Reaſon I was the more eafily prevail d 
with to pabliſh it, My Deſign was to give the Au- 
ditory a very plain and ſummary Account of God's 
great Goodneſs, in the remarkable Preſervation of 


[ our Religion and Liberties, from Time to Fime, 
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from thoſe Men who of late, have made an open 


Attempt to bereave us of them, 8 
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* At Liverpoole, at the Trial of the Rebels, before Sir Thomas 
Bury, Kt. one of the Barons of his Majeſty's Cours of Exchequer, 
at Weſtminſler; Sis Robert Eytes, At. one of the Fulſtices of the 


rons of hit Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, at Weſtminſler. 


0 King's Bench; and Sir James Montague, At. another of the Ba- 
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The Dedication. 


Your honeſt Teal for his Majeſty's Intereſt, and 

the Welfare of your Country, has been evident in 

| all your Proceedings in that Poſt, with which he was 

pieas d to Honour you. 
That God would unite the Hearts, and ſtrengthen 

5 the Hands of all ſincere Friends to our gracious 

| Prince, the Succeſpon of his Family, and our happy 

ö Conſtitution: in Church und State, is the hearty 

Hire s Ves 
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' Your very Humble 


al 1 10*74 66 | and Faithful Servant, 
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's Nom therefore ſtand ſtill, that I may Rea- 
on with you before the Lord, of all the 
_ righteous Acts of the Lord, which he did 
to you, and to your Fathers. 
J EF we conſider God's Proceedings with his 
Church under the Diſpenſation of the Old 
K Teſtament, we ſhall find that he frequently 
put them in Mind of the many favourable 
Providences he had ſhew'd them; and made 
J uſe of thoſe Things as a powerful Argument 
to a conſtant Care of the Duties incumbent on 
— ͤ v 1 
And this was a Method grounded on great 
p. | Reaſon and Equity; eſpecially conſidering, that 
God's Mercies were very great, and all that he 
expected in return for them, was no more than 
| a ſincere Obedience to his Holy Will. 
Thus God introduc'd the Ten Command- 
| ments, by telling the 1/raelites, I am the Lord 


K 
1 Ta 


jour God, who brought you out of the Land of E- 


| gypt, out 1 the Houſe of Bondage, Exod. 20. 
| Moſes oft acquainted them with the loving 
| | Kindneſſes of the Lord, and inſiſted on thoſe 
Divine Favours, as ſo many unanſwerable De- 
| mands of their Service and Fidelity, Leſt their 
| Heart ſbould be lifted up, and they ſpould forges 
| 5 the 
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6 An Aſtxe Sermon x 
the Lord their God, he reminds them of their 
Egyptian Captivity, and rehearſes God's leading 
them through that great and terrible Wilderneſs, 1 
wherein were fiery Serpents and Scorpions, and ® 
Drought ; where there was no Water, who brought 
forth Water out of the Rock of Flint: Who fed them 
in the Wilderneſs with Manna which their Fathers 
knew not, Deut. 8. 14. 3 
Now, from a Parity of Reaſon, and from the 
Motives and Arguments proper to enforce Re- 
ligion, this way of Proceeding is as fit to be 
uſed with Chriſtian Nations, as it was with | 
the People of 1/rae/. YT tt” 7 | 
Indeed, the Reaſon of Things makes the Ar- 
gument ſtronger on our ſide, than it was on theirs ; | 
becauſe where a Chriſtian Nation has been fa- 
vour'd with God's peculiar Providences, the Bleſ— 
ſings muſt be greater on their part than on the o- 
ther; inaſmuch as the Privileges of Chriſtianity | 
are quite Superior to thoſe vouchſaf*d the Chil- | 
dren of ae. i Ny 
The Promiſes which God made to them were 
literally but of a Terreſtrial Nature; and all if 
the Deliverances he wrought for that People,; 
were reſolved into the Preſervation of thoſe earth- | n 
ly Bleſſings ; but the Promiſes given to us Chri- b 
ſtians are expreſly of a Spiritual Nature, and 1. 
terminate in Heaven: And for this Reaſon, thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing AQs of Divine Providence, by | 
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which the Holy Religion of Chriſt is continued FR 

to any Place, or Country, muſt be ſo much the = 

more valuable, as they ſecure Bleſſings expreſly | 

of a ſuperior Nature to ſuch a People. 
: Ang 
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And it is what muſt be allow'd, that when to 
the great Bleſſings of Chriſtianity, there may be 
truly added many other Enjoyments, little (if 
any way) inferior to the temporal Felicities of 
the Land of Canaan it ſelf, it muſt carry the im- 
+ |; portance of God's good Providence till higher, 
and conſequently bind our Duties more ſtrongly 
upon us. REN 5 i 
From what I have now obſerv'd, every Body 
that is duly affe ed with the ineſtimable Bleſſings 
= of the Nation in which we live, and doth but con- 
2 ſider by what remarkable Inſtances of Heaven's 
Care, they have been long preſerv'd to us, can- 
not but be making the Application to all Degrees 
of Men among us, and admit that we {hould be 
put in mind of all the righteous Acts of the Lord 
* | which he has done to us, and to our Fathers. 
c. | By the righteous Acts of the Lord, are meant 
God's Benefits; the Hebrews ſometimes uſing to 
expreſs Beneficence, or gracious Acts by Juſtice 
1. or Righteouſneſs, becauſe by ſuch Actions a Per- 
ſon is declared to be juſtify'd or Righteous. 
It was the Prophet's Deſign to bring to the Peo- 
2 Iples Remembrance the great Mercies God had 
. ſhew'd to their Fathers who were dead; and to 
imprint upon their Minds a very laſting Senſe of 
all thoſe Favours they themſelves had experienc'd 
from him: So that if either God's former, or 
glatter Goodneſs cou'd reach their Hearts, he 
. would not be wanting to lay it before them. 
4 | It may not be improper alſo to take Notice, that 
0 is the following Account of God's Mercies, ſome 
15 of thoſe Calamities which befell the I/rae/ites, are 
| | men- 


8 An Aſſece Sermon N 
mention'd ; but it is done with Brevity, and 
that for the Illuſtration of God's Mercy in their 
Deliverance. 85 78 15 4 
Theſe few hints ſtill make this Scripture more 
appoſite to our Caſe. Our Fathers had many 
remarkable Bleſſings beſtow'd upon them, and 
we have been no leſs Partakers of God's loving 
Kindneſſes. And both we and our Progenitors 
have felt ſome of God's Corrections: But fo ve- 
ry gently have we been touch'd on that Account, 
that we may be laid rather to have fear'd, than 
felt much of his Diſpleaſure. Surely then, ſuch 8 

aà People as we of this Kingdom, may very well 
be reaſonꝰd with on the ſcore of our paſt and pre- 
ent Circumſtances ; i. e. it is fit we ſhould be 
put in mind what God has done for us, and the 
Generations that are paſt: And it may not be 
improper, I preſume, at this Time, to reflect on 
theſe Matters; nor any unſeaſonable Enquiry #3 
what Uſe we have made of all God's Mercies 
to us, and that we ſhould be exhorted to a wor- 
thy Improvement of them. atk 
I ſhall therefore in the Proſecution of this 1 
Scripture, inſiſt, i 


33 . I 

Firſt, On the peculiar Favours which God 5 
ſhew'd to our Forefathers, or what he has 
done in the Days of Old for this Nation. by 
S$:conaly, What Bleſſings he has ſhew'd to us 
of the preſent Generation, And. 
Then, Thirdly, Shall repreſent to you God's jc 
Intention and Purpoſe, in the Adminiſtra- t 
tion of all theſe Benefits, and conſider what Þ 
1 | 1 BY 

f 


N 


d preach'd at Lancaſter. 9 
js neceſſary on our Part to engage the Divine Pro- 
vidence for the Security of the great Happineſs 
'E we yet enjoy, by the good Hand of our God upon 
d Hirst, Of the peculiar Favours God ſhew'd to 
g 2 our Fore-fathers, and what he has done in former 
rs Days to this Nation. And let theſe few Remarks 
e- Þ ſuffice upon this Head, chiefly, between the 
It, time of our happy Reformation from Popery, to 
in the memorable Deliverance we had again from 
ch F the imminent Dangers of it at the Revolution. 
ell“ After this Nation had receiv'd the glad Tis 
e- dings of the Goſpel of our bleſſed Saviour (which 
be it did in or about the Apoſtles Time) it pleas'd 
he God to ſuffer it afterwards to fall into very great 
Corruptions of that Holy Religion, which at firſt 
on came from the God of Truth, in its native Puri- 
ry Frity and Simplicity. This came to paſs by our 
ies falling in with the uſurp'd Power of the See of 
or- Rome over other Churches; which thereby 
brought her Innovations upon Chriſtianity a- 
his mong us; and we for ſeveral Ages made Pro- 
feſſion of her groſs Errors. By this means, We 
not only were brought under a great Obſcurity of 
z0d Religion, but were very much hamper'd in our 
has Civil Rights. Indeed, ſome of our Princes did 
huſtly reſent the Uſurpations of Rome upon their 
{Crown and Dignity; and ſometimes the Lords 
fand Commons of Ezgland complain'd of its En- 
24's croachments on their juſt Rights; but in ſpirt- 


us 


tra-yrual Matters we were no lets blind than other 
hat Nations, and bore our Yoke with a tame Sub- 


is miſſion to thoſe who had no manner of Authori-' 
ty to impoſe n e s:: B Bite- 
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But it pleagd God, in his due Time to deliver 
us from that ſpiritual Bondage. The Time came, 


when we made a difference between the Do- 


Erines of Chriſt, and thoſe of Rome; when we 


retain'd thoſe Principles which the Goſpel teach- ? 
es, and rejected thoſe which came from the 


Papacy. 


This is what we call the Reformation, a Pro- 1 
vidence never to be too much ador'd; and a 


Mercy never, ſurely, to be forgotten by us. 


This Change, then happily wrought among F 


us, doth not import our making a new Religion 
(as our Enemies would have it believ'd) but on- 
ly, our caſting off thoſe Corruptions which by 
Degrees, like the Enemies ſowing Tares among the 
' Wheat, Matt. 13. grew up to the Diſgrace and 


Scandal of Chriſtianity, 


We then retain'd only that Faith, and tnat 
Worſhip, which was caught and practis'd in 
this Kingdom, before the Church of Rome was, | 


perhaps, ever ſo much as nam'd in this Iſland 


But before we came to a thorough Settlement 


of this bleſſed Change, God was pleas'd to exer- 
Ciſe us with various Providences. Our Forefa- 


thers Hopes met with an early Diſappointment | 


by the Death of a young Prince, who had ar- 


dently eſpous'd the Intereſt of the Reformation. 


After this, the Cataracts of Blood were open'd 


upon us; when many of all Diſtia&ions chole | 


to die, rather than ſave their Lite by renoun- 


Cing of the Faith. Men ſuffer'd then for Reli- 


gion, not for Rebellion; and were Martyrs for 
the ſake of Chriſt, not for a blind Superſtitious 
Fondneſs of the Papa! Dominion, But 


preachd at Lancaſter. 11. 
But bleſſed be God, this Perſecution did not 


rage very long. The Acceſſion of Queen Eli- 
7 zabeth, who had been wonderfully preſerv'd 
from the Jaws of Death, open'd again a comfor- 
table Proſpe& to this Nation, Her long Reign, 
aud her ſettled Averſion to the Romiſh Tenets and 
7 Intereſt, brought our Holy Religion to a legal 
2 Eſtabliſhment, which, tho? it has ſince that time 
been oft ſorely ſhaken, yet could not hitherto be 
totally deſtroy'd. 


During her Government, there were many 


| Enterprizes to pull down what ſhe had ſet up. 


All the Arts, and all the Power of the Papiſt⸗ 


both at Home and Abroad, are well known to 
have been employ'd to that Purpoſe. Nor did 
their blind Zeal and Malice aſſwage, after ſhe 

Vas gone to her Grave. Her Succeflor's Reign 
Was perplex'd, and our Holy Religion many 
Ways attack'd from the ſame Quarter. They 
Went on (till, ſometimes with flattering Infinu- 
7 ations, and ſometimes with inhumane Plots, as 
they had done before, to compals their Deſigns. 
But God as conſtantly diſappointed them. 


After that Reign /or rather for ſome Years to- 


| wards the cloſe of it) when they found by Ex- 


perience, that they could not effect our Ruin by 
their own immediate Art and Strength, they re- 
ſolv'd to make us (if poſſible) to be the Inftru- 


ments of it. 


To this end, they contriv'd how to embroil 


| theſe Nations in a Civil War, which they un- 
: } happily compaſs'd. What by having too much 
; accels to the Court, and influencing our Coun- 


B 2 cils, 
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cils, and what by falling in with popular Com- 
plaints, and Outeries among the Subjects, they 
pain'd the faireſt Opportunity they could de- 
ſire, to erect that Babel which we before had 
pulbd down. The Papiſts (ſays a noble Hiſto- 
rian, ſpeaking of thoſe unhappy Times, and the 
Cauſes of them) were bold, and active. There 
was not any part acted on either ſide, which 
tended to the Deſtruction of the publick Peace, 
and hazarding the Security of our Religion and 
Liberties, but what they either openly abetted, 
or ſecretly encourag'd. * 

In that accompliſh'd Att of Treaſon and Per- 
jury, I mean the taking away the King's Life, 
the Ring-leaders of the Popiſh Faction ſhew'd 
their high Approbation of it: Well knowing, 


that ſuch a Fact would bring the greateſt ble- 


miſh on that Religion which they mortally ha- 
ted; and in all probability, open ſome Door or 
other, for their ſucceſsful entring in upon us. 


Alfter this tragical Scene was over, theſe Men 


ſheirer'd themſelves under their Diſguiſes, as 
they id done before, to (tir up all the Ill- hu— 
mou . that were to be found in the Nation, and 


with ſuch giddy Heads as could not tell where: 


to reſt, brought us into moſt wretched Diſtra- 
ctions both in Church and State. 

But here again, the Divine Goodneſs inter— 
pos'd, and by a kind Providence reſtor'd our 
Churchand Religion, together with our Crown 


and Liberties to their ancient Claim and Dig- ffe 


nity ; and ſo put us once more into a State of 
Tranquillty, ' irs” 
3 Bur 
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But after this, our reſtleſs Enemies envied 
our Happineſs ; and cea ſed not to drive on their 
# Deſign of ſubjugating us one Day, to their ar- 
bitrary Meaſures both in Religion and Polity. 
Z Viſible indeed were their Contrivances after 
the Reſtoration. They early obtain'd this ftep 
to gain their Point, viz, in preventing that 
Prince who then came to the Throne, having 
any legal Iſſue. I fay a likely ſtep that was; 
becauſe thereby a way was pav'd, for a Succeſ. 
ſor, whoſe Affection for their Intereſt was ne- 
ver diſputed. In thoſe Days the unhappy Dif- 
ferences about ſome Things in Religion among 
Proteſtants, were aggravated to ſuch a Degree 
as I am not willing ro mention; which could 
have no other Tendency, and we are ſure, our 
3 common Enemies could have no other Purpoſe, 
than to weaken us, and to embitter our Spirits 
7 againſt one another, that ſo they might have a 
more favourable Opportunity of deciding our 
 FQuarrels in favour of themſelves. They eater'd 
; Jalſo into Meaſures to take away that Prince's 
Life; and according to their uſual Cuſtom, 
| [when their. Wickedneſs was diſcover'd, endea- 
vour'd to remove the Deſign from themſelves 
to other Men. There were ſome Perſons in 
that Time, who durſt ſpeak for our Religion 
and Laws, and juſtly dreaded the intended Sub- 
verſion of them, aſſoon as it was poſſible to do 
it, after that Prince's Deceaſe; and this Zeal 
for their Country, drew the Indignation of thoſe 
en upon them to the uttermott. oY 


The 


the Law of the Land) ſoon declar'd himſelf of 


Law; and in a little Time made it evident, 
thathereſolv'd toſubvert that Conſtitution which 


what terrible Apprehenſions all ſincere Prote- | 
ſtants had, of what was too likely to fall upon F' 
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The Fears of what was like ro come, when- 
ever it ſhould pleaſe God to remove the King 
then reigning / and how he was remov'd, per- 
haps the Papiſts know beſt) grew into Facts 
ſoon after his Death. | ; Fit 
Our Leige Sovereign (or our King according 
to Law, becauſe he undertook to govern us by 


that Religion, which then ſtood condemn'd by 


ſecur'd our Religion, and kept out Popery. 
It would be too tedious to give you a particu- 


lar Account, what open Affaults were made 


upon our Religion, Laws, and Liberties ; and 


An arbitrary Power was then exerciſed over | 
It was made criminal for the Fathers of our 
Church dutifully and modeſtly to ſay, why they F,, 


could not do Things againſt their Conſcience. : 
The Clergy of our Church were forbid to de- f. 
fend their Religion in the Pulpit, when it was fil 
every where attack'd by the Romiſh Prieſts. | 


This was evident from the King's Letter to the i 


Proteſtant Biſhops, directing them to diſcharge 
the inferiour Clergy from preaching on contro- 
verted Points; which was equal to a Prohibition 
to preach againſt Popery. Our Colleges and Cor- 


porations were violently invaded. Profeſt Pa- 21 
piſts were put into Places all over the Kingdom; ht. 


tho“ 
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tho? no part of our Conſtitution was better ſe- 
cur'd, than that by which they were incapable 
of any Truſt in the Government. An Army was 
ſet up, not to protect and defend us in our legal 
Rights, which would have endear'd them to us; 
but to compleat our Deſtruction, and enable the 
Papiſts to have their Will upon us. The Truth 
is, there appear'd to humane Sight, this Choice 
only, viz. Whether we would turn Papiſts, or 
ſtand to their Mercy in adhering io our Religion. 
If any Body ſhou'd think this too hard a Chara- 
clter of our State at that Time, I would only de- 
ſire to be inform'd, when it was, where Popery 
had the Aſcendant, that Men had any other Op- 
tion beſides this, vi. either to be of that Reli- 
gion, or ſuffer for the denying of it. 
But even here, did our good God ſtep jn to our 
Relief, and ſtrangely delivered us at the very 
© brink of Ruin. And here I ſhall begin the Se- 

cond Head of my Diſcourſe, viz. to ſhew, 
What Signal Mercies God has ſhew'd of late 
g to us of this preſent Generation. 
e. By the Happy Revolution, we were deliver'd 
from thoſe direful Thoughts, which juſt before 
as fill'd our Hearts. When we did not know where 
ts. to caſt our Eyes for help, againſt that Flood of 
he Miſery, which was coming with a full Tide up- 
ge yon us, both from our Home-bred and Foreign 
o FEnemies, God who has the Reins of this World 
on in his Hand, turn'd away our impending Miſe- 
pr ry; and gave us hope of being ſtill preſervꝛ d. 

But our Deliverance then, was too great to be 
; Obtain'd all at once. It was fit we ſhould be re- 

cover'd 
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cover'd by ſlow Steps; eſpecially when many 
of us had had too viſible a Hand in bringing the 


publick Malady upon us: And our Enemies were 


too formidable, to drop rheir Deſigns at the firſt 


Diſappointment. This it was which brought 


us into the abſolute Neceſſity of a War: In 
which the Succeſs for many Years was various; 
and the final Iſſue uncertain. We mult indeed, 
confeſs to the Praiſe of Almighty God, that the 
Proſpect of our future Security, rather bright- 
ned, than clouded upon us. 
I be glorious Prince whothen ſway'd the Scep- 
tre, left no Stone unturn'd to perfect our Deli- 
| VEranCce. | A | 

le exhauſted his own Treaſure, he ventur'd 


himſelf in a Thouſand Dangers, and (what was 
aà greater Trouble to his noble Soul) he ſtruggled 


with an ungrateful, and uneaſie Generation of 


Men in this Kingdom; who from Time to Time, 
embaraſs'd our Affairs, and gave too much Heart 


to our open Enemies. Nor muſt we forget, how 
God did wonderfully preſerve that Prince's Life; 
not only in many hazardous Seiges, and pitch'd 


Battels; where he fought in the Face of Death 


oft-times, as the meaneſt Soldier did; but from 
ſecret Conſpiracies, and wicked Plots, tocut him 
off in cool Blood. When his Enemies could not 


reach his precious Life in the Field, they con- 
triv'd Aſſaſſinations both here and in Flanders, 


to diſpatch him out of the World. 
In his Reign, there were ſeveral good Laws 
made, which provided more effectually againſt 


the Miſchiefs which before threatned us. Eſpe- 


clallys 
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cially, care was taken for a Succeſſion of Princes, 
who ſhould be the Defenders of our Faith and 
Civil Rights. - 33 ORE 
This was a Law of the higheſt importance to 
the Welfare of this Church and Nation; and lay 
very near the Heart of that King, of Immortal 
Memory. = | | 

So great, ſo good a Friend was he to us, that 
he did his beſt, not only to make us Happy in his {| 
own Days, but to perpetuate the greateſt Bleſſings | 
to us to all Poſterity. So that we owe the Happi- 
neſs of having his preſent Majeſty to rule over us, il 
to the Providence of King Milliam, who next to 
God, procured the Settlement of the Crown on 
him, and his illuſtrious Houſe in the Proteſtant " 


I fay in the Proteſtant Line; for ſuch was the 
Prudence of that Monarch, and the Wiſdom of i 
the Nation at that Time, that the Profeſhon of 1 
the Popiſh Religion, was made a Bar to all legal a 
Pretences to the Crown of theſe Realms: And of 
ſhould any after Poſſeſſion own that Religion, it þ 
ſhould be a Forfeiture of that Dignity, and free it 
the Subjects from their Allegiance. And becauſe of 
Princes marrying with Papiſts, had been more | 
than once of dangerous Conſequence to this Na- 
tion; our Laws then likewiſe provided againſt 
all future Perils on that Account. ga 

When it plea ſed God to take that Prince to 
himſelf, the Crown devolv'd of Courſe to the 


late Queen, of pious Memory. She, While ſhe | 
trod in the Steps of her Predeceſſor, was the il 
Wonder of the World. How great was her | 
Name? How conquering were her * 


C 
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How glorious a Figure did this Nation make? 
Had ſhe purſued thoſe'Meaſures but a little longer 
(for juſt was ſhe come to the end of the Scheme) 
her Reign had out-ſhone all the Monarchs that 
went before her; and no Prince would have made 
a greater Figure in Hiſtory for the compals of 

thoſe Years {he held the Scepter. 

Baut there is nothing perfect in this World; and 
what declenſion there was in the latter part of 
that Reign, we will aſcribe more to the falſe Sug- 
geſtions, and wicked Inſinuations of others, than 
to any ill Deſiga which could poſſeſs her Royal 
Brealt. © - 

And, good God! Whither were thoſe Men car- 
rying us, who then got the Aſcendant ? How 
did they undo in a little Time, all that was done 
for the Preſervation of our Religion and Civil 
Rights, in the Courſe of ſeveral Years, at great 
Expence, and with much Wiſdom ? 
In what a vile manner were the noble Patriots 


of our Country treated? How was the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion weakned ? How bare- 


fac'd were the Attempts upon it? Thoſe Princi- 
ples which bore a direct Contradiction to it were 
in Vogue. I 
The next Heir, the Line of Blood, Indefeaſible 
Right, Non-Reſiſtance, as oppos'd to the Reſi- 
ſtance made at the Revolution, and which has 
been declar'd conſiſtent with our Conſtitution, 
were the Subject of too many Addreſſes, Ser- 
mons, and Books. . 1 LAT 
Thoſe Men who were zealous for his preſent 
Majelty's Title, were repreſented as the worſt of 
Men, Enemies to the Church, and diſaffeQed to 
the Queen. — How 
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How openly was the Pretender's Health drank 


by ſome, and by many others with ſuch Innu- 


endo's as had an evident meaning? And (which 


1s horrid to mention) there were too many who 


publickly abjur'd him, only that they might do 
him the better Service. This laſt Charge is very 
fully prov'd by the Rebellion; in which there 
were many actually engag'd, who had given the 
molt ſacred Aſſurances that Men could give to 
the contrary. 
Nay, to ſuch a Paſs were Things come in the 
Time I am ſpeaking of, that many Thouſands 
were liſted into the Pretender's Service in Ireland; 


and from the Impunity ſuch Practices met with 
there, the ſame begun to be carried on in our 


own Nation, What Encouragement thoſe Pro- 


ceedings had from particular Perſons then in Pow- 


er in both Kingdoms, and how far their Intenti- 


ons were for the Extirpation of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, which we have now happily begun 
to enjoy, I ſhall not preſume to determine. This 


mult be left to thoſe whoſe Province it is to in- 
ſpect the Management of the Publick Affairs; 


only, I delire leave to obſerve thus much, that 


the Treatment which ſome met with, who then 


repreſented the Prince, who is now our Gracious 


King; the Steps taken to break: off all good Un- 
deritanding with our beſt Allies, and the leaving 


ſome of them to the Fury of an enrag'd Enemy ; 
the not reſeating the ſhameful Infraction of ſome 


Articles of our Stipulation with France, which 
was plainly favourable to an ill Deſign ; the lea- 
ving the Guarantee of our Succeſſion precarious ; 
our fondneſs of a ſtrict Amity with the very Fau- 
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tor of the Pretender, muſt afford Speculations to 


every Perſon that values the Honour and Intereſt 


of his Country; and cannot but oblige him, at 
leaſt to wonder, what any Man could mean who 
was any way concern'd in the Adminiſtration; 
who that truly lov'd his Nation and Religion 
could forbear to ſay, O my Soul come not thou into 
their Secret, unto their Aſſembly mine Honour be not 
thou united ! | = | 
But whatever the ſecret Deſigns of ſome were, 


ve need no Key to open their meaning, who ſtuck 


not to talk, write, and act in dehance of that Law 
which had placed the Crown on the Head of his 
preſent Majeſty, when it ſhould pleaſe God to 
remove it from her's who then wore it. 


And had that wicked Deſign, of diſappointing 


his peaceable Acceſſion, ſucceeded, what a miſer- 
able Condition had this poor Nation been then 


in? Our King would not have tamely dropt his 


Title: His Friends (and therefore the Friends to 
gur Religion and Country) would not have eaſily 


forſaken him, and their own Security. This muſt 


tave involv'd the Nation in Blood, our Swords 
mult have been ſhearhed 1n one another's Bowels, 
1mmcdiately upon the demiſe of the Queen. 

What was propheſied againſt Jeraſalem, would 
have been verified upon us alſo; There would have 
been great Iribulatiou, ſuch as had not been from the 
beginning to that time, Mat. 24 21. And had our 
Enemies prevaiPd, what further Miſeries had 


then enſued ? what Ruin had been entail'd up- 


onus? no longer could we have expected the 


Security of our Church and Religion, no longer 


could we have been a free People; France would 
1 1 1 have 
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have drawn an 1nfolvent Bill upon us, and we 
mult have been chain*d down to perpetual Slave- 
ry. and Idolatry, for our Ingratitude both to God 
r „ 
But here we found, that God prevented us with 
the Bleſſings of his Goodneſs, and did not leave us 
to that deluge of Miſeries, which the accompliſh- 


ment of our Enemies Projects would have invol- 


ved us in. Our late Queen was taken to God's 
Mercy, before her Enemies, as well as the Nati- 
ons, were ready for ſuch a Change; for we may 
ſay in the Language of the Prophet, that ſhe was 
one of thoſe who are taken away from the Evil to 


come, Iſa. 57.1. By this the Hopes of our Ene- 
mies were daſhed in Pieces, and their Advances 


made againſt us were unexpectedly ftop'd, 
And here we may well ſtand, and view the 
great Goodneſs of God in ſetting our King on the 
Throne of his Ancettors in Peace, by which, ne- 
ver Nation had a fairer Proſpect of all deſireable 
Bleſſings than we had. All Perſwaſions of Men 
among us might have been Happy it they had 


pleas'd God gave us a wile, ſober, valiant, and 
rich Monarch; a Prince of the greateſt Integrity; 
a known Father to his Subjects in the Country 
from whence he came; a Lover of the Reform'd 


Religion, and an Aſſerter of the Common Liber- 
ty of Mankind : What was there we had not 


rea ſon to look for from ſuch a Prince? would all 
Men but have diſpoſed themſelves for the be- 


nign Influences of his Government. . 
But alas! ſuch was the inveterate, and ſettled 


Enmity of ſome Men to his Succeſſion, and our 
Nations Intereſt, that they quickly reviv'd their 


for- 
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former Deſigns, and reſolv*d to deprive him of 
the Crown and Dignity he was poſſeſs'd of, both 
by Law, and his own great Merits; and to ſtrip 
us of that Aſſurance we had, of being ſafe under 


his Shadow. This produc'd that unnatural and 


wicked Rebellion which has been of late among 


us; the moſt groundleſs, of the moſt fatal Con- 
ſequence, had it profper?d, and attended with 
the moſt ſolemn and deliberate Perjury, that per- 


haps ever any Rebellion before it was, 


This Conſpiracy was, queſtionleſs, begun 


with hopes of foreign Aſſiſtauce; and a very for- 
midable one, no doubt, had been given to it, had 
not Divine Providence interpos'd, A neighbour- 
ing Prince who then reign'd, and was ever ready 


to help forward the Ruin of our Religion and 
Country, was taken into another World, by | 
which the wicked Caule here received a ſharp 


Rebuke; and would have put an end to ſuch a 


Contrivance, had ic not been manag'd by Men 
of deſperate Reſolutions, and encourag'd by o- 
thers under ſtrong Deluſions; or had it not been 


ſo far carried on, that the Conſpirators could not 


go back without being diſcover'd, and thereby 


brought to Juſtice. 
From ſome, or all of theſe Cauſes, a bold At- 
tack was made on the Peace, the Religion and 


Liberties of this Kingdom, and the utter Diſſo- 


lution of that happy Settlement of the Crown on 
our King and his Family, by which thoſe inva- 


luable Mercies are now likely to be continued to 


us. It any Body can be ſo credulous, as to expect 
our Religion and Civil Rights would have been 


fate under ſuch a Change, we cannot help it. 
— Thoſe 
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Thoſe People ſeem prepar'd to believe Tran- 


ſubſtantiation it ſelf, and to receive any Impreſ- 
ſions, tho* never ſo unreaſonable ; bur I hope it 
will be the laſt Thing, we ſhall ever do, to truſt 


thoſe deareſt Bleſſings we enjoy on ſuch precari- 


ous Terms, as too many who call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, and would be thought great Friends to 
our Church, are ready to do. 


This Rebellion could have had little that had 


been deſerving the leaſt fear, at its firſt Appear- 


ance, had it not been for People of this Temper. 


How little ſolicitous for our Country's Peace were 
many who call themſelves Proteſtants ? how ſul- 


len. were a conſiderable Number of all Ranks, 
while our Enemies were in open Arms? But *twas 
| Happy for us that we needed nor their help. The 


Intrepidity and Vigilance of our Sovereign; the 


Wiſdom and Reſolution of the great Council of 


the Nation; the Loyalty and Bravery of our 
Troops, and the hearty Aﬀection of many other 
Perſons, have, by the Bleſſing of God, cruſh'd 
this horrid Enterprize, and brought thoſe that 
were engag'd in it, ſome to deſeryv*d Juſtice, ſome 
to flight, and thoſe thar remain, to retire to ſuch 
Parts of this Iſland, where, together with their 
Guilt and Ignominy, it is Puniſhment enough tor 
any Crime (leſs than this Rebellion) to be confin'd. 
Othe ſtupendious Mercy of our God! who has 
thus again and again in a very little time reviv'd 


and comforted us. I may well take upthe Plalmiſt's 
Words, 106. 2. How can we expreſs the noble Acts of 


the Lord, and ſhew forth all his Praiſe? Our Hopes 
are now greater, our publick Tranquillity, and all 
the Bleſſings which attend a People, ſeem now 


more 
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more ſecure than ever. There is nothing want⸗ 
ing to complete and perpetuate our Felicity, but 
the conſidering what great Things God has done 
for us, and to make a due Improvement of them. 

What I have ſaid, cannot I preſume be charg'd Þ} 
as meddling with Things our of the Sphere of my 
own Function; I would not willingly do that; but 
ſhould any think fo, 1 may very juitly anſwer for 
my ſelf, that beſides the preſent Occaſion, which 

I ſuppoſe to be a ſufficient Defence, I have Moſes, 

David, and other inſpired Writers, who have re- 
cited the various Providences of God to his Church 
of old; and their Examples are worthy our Imi- 
tation. Give me leave now, to repreſent to you 
God's Delign in all his Goodneſs towards us, and 

What is neceſſary to engage the Divine Provi- 
dence to be {till propitious to us : And of this I 
ſhall ſpeak very briefly. | 

It is obvious to every conſiderate Perſon, that 
ſuch a train of Bleſſings as we of this Church and 

— Kingdom have receiv'd from God, ſhould create 

a laſting remembraice of them in all our Hearts. 

When Me/es had told the Jraelites that there was 

FE no Nation that had God ſo nigh, as the Lord their 
* God was to them, he exhorts them to take heed that (| us 
a they did not forget the Things which their Eyes had | thi 
ſeen, and left they ſhould depart out of their Heart. | Cy 
The leaſt of God's private Mercies ſhould I Br; 
make a thankful Impreſſion upon us; and ſurely | 
then, the publick and repeated Inſtances of his I tha 
providential Care thould leave indelible Chara- Jupc 

Cters of his Goodneſs upon our Hearts. This is ſo JO 

reaſonable, and neceſſary a Conſequent of God's. 
_ diſtinguiſhing Love to any People, that they can 


have. [His 
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have no pretence to his future Protection, who 
do not mind it. And from hence, how may we 
tale up a wailing on the Account of the Ingrati- 

tude of too many in this Nation, who ſpurn at 
the greateſt Favours of Heaven; and reject the 
N Bleſſings, as a Curſe and Vexation to 


But this I now hope is not a National Sin; 
elſe, we may expect God ſhould ſay, Shall I not 
viſit for theſe Things, and ſhall not my Soul be aven- 

| ged on ſuch a Nation as this? And as we ſhould 

pay our Thanks immediately to Almighty God, 

{o we ſhould acknowledge, and honour the In- 

ſtruments by which he has conveyed his Bleſ- 

ſings to us. 5 
In all the ſucceſſive Inſtances of our Preſerva- 

tion and Deliverance, God has made uſe of pro- 

per Inſtruments. He has not uſed immediate 

Miracles to ſa ve and eſtabliſn us; but has wrought 

for us by ſuch Means, as have been very ſurpri- 

Zing; and in which there has appear'd his pe- 

culiar Foreſight, and watchful Providence. 
How remarkable were the Means that ſaved 

l vs at the Revolution? How Happy was it that 

{ | there was a Proteſtant Family reſerv'd, for the 
Crown of theſe Realms, and that the Royal 
Srnnncs of itars 176 many? 2, 

How much do we owe to that Prince, and 

. that Parliament, which ſettled the Succeſſion 

« Juponit? And how are we bound to Honour, and 

Obey the King, whom God has now ſet over us, 

as a Sun, a Shield to this Nation; He defends us 

. [fromall Wrong, He proteQts us in all our Rights. 

. [His faithful Subjects {hall have the Protection of 
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the Law, and his Enemies only ſhall feel the 
| Juſtice of it. Notwithſtanding the Clamors of 
ſome Men, it may be truly ſaid of him, Whoſe 
Ox has he taken? Whofe Aſs has he taten? Whom 
has he defrauded ? Or whom has he oppreſs d? 
Our Church is ſafe; our Conſtitution is ſecure ; 
And every Man may fit under his own Vine, and un- 
dier his own Fig-tree, and have no need to be afraid, if 
he will but ſtudy tobe Quiet, and do his own Buſineſs. 
And here it is obſervable, how groundleſs the 
out- cry of Cruelty at this Day is, when only one 
in a Hundred, perhaps, is executed for the ſhed- 
ding of much innocent Blood; for attempting to 
Dethrone his Majeſty ; and bring this Kingdom 
into the utmoſt Deſolation ? Never had Men 
fairer Trials; nor could any Body deſire more 
Mercy, unleſs they would have the preſent Go- | 
vernment never to uſe any Juſtice. I dare ſay, 
there are none but ſuch, as either are taken in 
the Fact of Treaſon, or fear they may be found 
Abettors of it, who will cenſure his Majeſty, 
or his Adminiſtration on this Account, 
But I hope theſe groundleſs Calumnies, with 
many other diſloyal Reflections, will, inſtead of 
alienating our Affections from our excellent 
Prince, have a contrary Effect, to what our E- 
nemies intend; and be a means to unite us in a 
more cloſe Union with him; and thereby, to the 
mutual Intereſt of Himſelf, and People. | 
Me cannot more effe&tuatly anſwer the End 
of all God's Mercies to us, than by promoting 
the publick Quiet, and the Intereſt of the Nati- 
00. Kingdom divided ag ainſt it ſelf, our Savi- 
our ſays,” cannot ſtand, Mark 3.24. We ſhould 
1 15 13 . / 6 | bo | 5; there- A 
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therefore fence againſt Diviſions as the moſt fa- 


tal Evil; and as we value our Holy Religion, 


our good Laws, and the Bleſſing of our King, 
and his Farnily's 5 24 over us, ſhould ftrive 


to be of one Heart, and of one Mind, 


Let there be no other Diſtinctions heard of 
among us, but thoſe who are for remembring 


God's great Mercies to this Nation, and thoſe 
who caſt them behind their Backs: Such as are 
for our happy Conſtitution, and his Majeſty 
King GEORGE the Defender of it; and thoſe, 
who are for an arbitrary Government, and ſet- 
ting a Popiſh Pretender at the Head of it. | 


» And ſhould not that Holy Religion God has 
in'fo wonderful a Manner preſerv'd, be dearer to 


us than all the World? How ſhould we hold faſt 


the Profeſſion 4 it without wavering? And how 
ought it to influence our Hearts, and direct our 
Lives? We profeſs a reform'd Religion; and 
nothing can excuſe us before God, and to our 
own Conſciences, if our Hearts are not puri- 
fy'd, nor our Converſations better'd by it. O 
then! let that undefiled Faith, which is derived 
from God, our Saviour; which was planted by 
Men of Primitive Spirits, and water'd with the 


Blood of Martyrs ; which has been often aſſault- 


ed by Men of corrupt Minds, but as oft reſcu- 
ed by the Power and Providence of God: Let 


this Holy Faith, I fay, Live, and Triumph in 


us, over all Infidelity, and Prophaneneſs, to the 
Honour of its Divine Author, its own Repu- 
tation, and Security in this Kingdom, and to 


every Man's preſent and eternal Comfort. 


And 
. 


Laws by which we are yet a free People, may 


always have that due Regard, which they de- 
ferve from us. Let them be uſed to defend the 


Innocent, and chaſtiſe the Guilty; to protect 


peaceable Men, and to ſuppreſs thoſe reſtleſs 
Spirits, which would bring Confuſion upon us. 


To conclude, 


Let all Orders and Degrees of Men in their 


private and publick Capacities, conſider how to 
comport with God's great Mercies vouchfat'd 
to this Nation. As God has abundantly teſtifi- 
ed his being our God, ſo let us ſhew by our Be- 


haviour, that we deſire to be his People. WE 
have all the ties upon us, People can have, to 


ſerve God. As his Mercies have been very di- 


_ Ninguiſhing towards us, we ſhould make our 
Obedience to bear a due Proportion to the Di- 


vine Favours. 


If we would but ſet our ſelves to ſerve him 
in Sincerity and Truth, we may ſtill depend 


upon it, that he Lord of Hoſts will be with 


u,, and the Goa of Jacob will be our Refuge. And 


if God be for us, we need not fear, who ſhall 
ever be againſt us. | 


I will end with the Prophet's Words in the - | 
Cloſe of this Chapter; Fegr the Lord, and ſerve || 
him, in Truth, with all your Hearts; for conſider, | 
how great Things he hath done for us, ' 
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FINIS, 
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And let me humbly adviſe, that thoſe good 
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